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Abstract 

In terms of the pipeline length, Iran has the world's seventh place while, significant fraction of the lines 
become burnout and there is no codified and institutionalized program to reduce the risk of accidents caused 
by the fatigue failure in the country. The high vulnerability of the environment, especially leakage of oil and 
hazardous materials to water resources, has been proved by various experiences within country and abroad. 
The environmental, social and economic costs resulting from the oil spill have forced some countries to 
adopt a management approach to this issue and have developed written guidelines on the implementation of 
the exercise. Therefore, Ministry of Energy developed the guideline of "instruction of prevention and crisis 
management, oil pollution incidents on rivers and lakes”, by regarding to the management phenomenon of 
oil spills from transport pipelines. This guideline is provided for the protection of surface water which is 
under ministry of Energy management, against oil spill disaster in the pipeline.The studies were designed to 
provide this instruction has the following main features: 

1- As a wide range of guidelines compile in the binding approach, their adaption to the realities of 
the country guarantee their implementation. The necessary approaches have been considered to 
the realities of the country. 

2- Since many international experiences are readingas the main sources to compile guidelines with 
management and institutional essence, use of these experiences was regarding to existing 
infrastructure and the theoretical basis of the study carried out in those countries. 

3- The combination of academic and professional foundations in the process of study has been done 
by focusing on the proper selection of study and consultation groups, the principles and 
prerequisites of the study. 

The edited structure includes the following: 
1- Determine the scope of guidelines’ application  
2- Determine the boundaries of water resources related to the transport pipelines of oil and its 

byproducts material. 
3- Pollution risk management related to the failure of pipelines at the water boundaries 
4- Crisis management for oil pollution incidents caused by the failure of the pipeline on the water 

boundaries in various stages from identify to clean 
5- The appendices contain supplementary information for instructions use  

Also because of the breadth and variety of possible oil pollution events, limit the boundaries of the 
development of these guidelines is inevitable. Finally, the expert group; assume boundaries and limits as 
follows: 

– Instructions in terms of activities cover both administrative and operational fields. 
– In the field of disaster management, regard to risk management and crisis management instances in 

separate chapters. 
– In addition to the management issues (non-technical), instructions also include technical issues. 
– In the technical sector, the provisions standards of the Oil Ministry evaluated and compared to the 

international guidelines and standards in order to complete the collection by presented 
recommendations. 

– In this instructions rivers, lakes and interior surface water facilities are considered as acceptor 
source of contamination while, the seas, oceans and underground water resources are not included. 

– Oil and liquid hydrocarbon products are assumed as type of pollutants and pipelines are considered 
as the source of these contaminants 
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